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opinion, and ordered the captain 
below ; as he was resolved to have the 
command of his own boat. He was 
perfectly justified by the- event, for 
he made Bangor bay on the first 
tack, and landed the mail which was 
forwarded to this town. Now the 
packet-boats could not stir in con- 
sequence of their drawing too much 
water, and the wind becoming more 
unfavourable they lay in Portpatrick 
for twelve days longer. From this 
circumstance it appears to me that 
Bangor ought to be the place for 
the packets to sail to and from, as 
being easier of access, than Donagh- 
adee, and also, if the boats were 
constructed so as not to draw more 
than six feet water, they could get 
out and in at all times of tide, which 
is not the case at Donaghadee. 
This matter is, in my mind, of very 
great importance, and is well wor- 
thy the notice of the public, and 
greatly merits public discussion. I 
have beard there hav* beeu some 
publications on the subject, but I 
believe they have been written ra- 
ther in a partial manner by persons 
whose private interests were invol- 
ved. My intention in this short 
essay is to call the public attention 
to the case, and that such disinte- 
rested persons as may have judg- 
ment in such matters, may come 
forward and give the public some 
satisfaction on it, which, if complied 
with, my end is answered.* 
I am, yours sincerely* 

Belfast 20th May, 1313. 

To tie Pnfrktors ef the Belfast Magazine. 

A NUMBER of your Magazine 
•^ for the month of January last 



falling into my hands, I saw an an- 
ecdote of Irish aristocratical out- 
rage, extracted from Wakefield's 
Account of Ireland, in which the 
author boasts of being ah Eng- 
lishman. Your correspondent K. 
also boasts of the Northern great- 
ness of mind ; but perhaps the one 
may be as empty as the other, as I 
saw an account in the newspapers, 
not many years ago, of two bucks 
who came to the door of a poor pea- 
sant near Belfast, and wantonly fired 
pistols into the house ; and I heard 
of no retribution having been made 
to the poor man. One of the bucks, 
I understand, is since advanced to 
a. very respectable station. I think 
" puppyism" was in its highest me- 
ridian in those days. But had the 
peasant acted in a similar manner to 
the bucks, . I doubt not in the least, 
but your '* Northern manly inde- 
pendence" would have been exerted 
against the transgressor, and the 
daring miscreant lodged in Carrick- 
fergus jail for his atrocity, stood his 
trial, and perhaps have been merci- 
fully transported. But it was much 
like Hob and the Squire; the case 
was altered. 

A Caklow Peasant, 



* The reader is referred to the docu- 
ments of the present number for a certifi- 
cate \a favour of the ports of Bangor and 
Portneisockv B M.M. 



3» the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine* 

Gentlemen, 
A MONG the many valuable im- 
"^ provements, and laudable insti- 
tutions in the town of Belfast, allow 
me to bring before your notice, and 
that of the public, through your 
means, the Historical Society lately 
formed in this town : an institution, 
from which the oest consequences 
may eventually arise. Though not 
a member of that respectable body, 
I have had a few opportunities of 
observing the manner in which the 
society is conducted, and from re- 
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port have understood the principles 
upon which it is ,'b.jr.d-d * 

At present, it contains above 
thirty members, all respectable and 
well conducted young nun, uh.se 
object is the attainment of us.-ful 
knowledge in general, and a know- 
ledge of the laws and constitution of 
their country in particular. 

At one nifetinjj a question is pro- 
posed to he discussed Ht a future one ; 
and at certain times the members 
are examined in their knowledge in 
history. 

The good effects of such an asso- 
ciation must be obvious to every in- 
telligent person, ami when con- 
trasted with the manner in which too 
many of our yuutli in this opulent 
and populous town spend their hours 
of relaxation from business, must 
raise the most pleasing emotions in 
the mind of every true friend to hu- 
manity; at the same time, it is im- 
possible not to feel the most poignant 
regret, that such a pra .seivorthy in- 
stitution should be now nearly of two 
years standing, and that it should be 
confined to such a small number. 
To endeavour to stir up a spirit of 
inquiry, and a thirst for knowledge, 
in the minds of our ingenuous youih, 
is the object of this paper, and if, by 
means of it, one member more is 
added to the society, I will consider 
my trouble repaid. 

Such an institution merits the 
countenance and the encouragement 
of every well-disposed person, and 
of every one who considers the men- 
tal improvement of youth, and the 
advancement of useful knowledge, 
as important to the true interests of 
the community. 

Well would it be for many thought- 
less dissipated young men in this 

* An account of the formation of 
this society has been published at page 512, 
vol. 8tli, of the Belfast Magaiine. 

B.MM. 
BELFAST HAG. KO. IX. 



town, were thev to attach them-e'ves 
to such pursuits, i.i-iead of ruin- 
i::g Mieir cniiitiurtrins i.i t:»e tavern. 
<>r debasing their mini- lit the card- 
table : in the one phice, nothing 
bu. iinise and iion-enst i. to be heard, 
and in the other, the utmost extent 
of their knowledge is whist. Ho, 
Pope Joan, or the technical term* 
attained to such gaasej. 

By following the example of the 
members of the Historical Society, 
they would be storing their minds 
w:th knowledge worthy of rational 
creatures, and rendering themselves 
fit to enjoy, and capable of support- 
ing conversation with w,se and intel- 
ligent men. At present, in many 
companies, if by any chance the 
conversation should "be turned to 
any object above the fashion, the 
weather, or the unimportant occur- 
rences of the day, a large proportion 
of the company become dumb, 
some whispers about pedantry cir- 
culate, and the person who is hardy 
enough to introduce a Jiterary sub- 
ject, has it all to himself, and js 
sneered at by the party as a persoa 
who wishes to make a vaiu display 
of his superior knowledge. 

How painful to the rational miqrl 
to be present at one of those numer- 
ous parties whicb so much prevail 
in this town : to witness a crowd of 
well dressed people huddled toge- 
ther in a room, where the whole of 
the conversation consists of common 
place observations, without a siDgle 
remark worthy of being remember- 
ed after it is expressed; and when, 
the uninteresting chir chat begins to 
lag, to observe the anxiety of coun- 
tenance of every individual, for the 
appearance of the card-tables, and 
the avidity with which the cards are 
taktn up by the parties. If whist 
he the game adopted, a sullen si- 
lence is preserved, except at time? 
a whisper to count the tricks and 
the honoiirs ; or probably, while th« 
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dealer holds the cards, a few re- 
marks are made, as to how the last 
hand was played. 

I am sorry to say, that youth 
atone are not to blame for this most 
unprofitable manner of killing time; 
the old and the middle aged must 
be brought in for a Targe share of 
the obloquy : to (he example set by 
them to the youth of both sexes, 
may we attribute all the evils of the 
case, nor would such habits be Con- 
tracted, were they not sanctioned 
by their seniors. 

I have heard it said of a celebrat- 
ed comic actor, that he would never 
suffer any^of his children to be pre- 
sent when he performed the part of 
a buffoon ; it were well that his con- 
duct, in this respect, were imitated 
by those who are incurably addicted 
to the amusement of cards, and that 
they would never permit their chil- 
dren to see them play at cards. 

To indulge in card-playing is not . 
only prejudicial to youth in encour- 
aging a spirit of gambling, which 
with many leads to their utter ruin, 
but that it should be followed as a 
mire amusement, is extremely hurt- 
fulto them. If once they can be 
amused by curds, they will rest sa- 
tisfied to continue in the practice 
without ever once looking farther 
for any species of diversion to oc- 
cupy their leisure hours ; on the 
contrary, were they to be encourag. 
ed in preparing their minds for join- 
ing in rational conversation, at such 
Mines as they may be disengaged 
from business, and of associating 
only with those from whom they 
inight derive instruction, all their 
vacant hours might be employed 
not only with satisfaction, but with 
very great advantage to themselves, 
and eventually to the community of 
which they are members. Not that 
I would wish to encourage young 
persons in declamatory speeches in 
private company, as nothing cart 



savour more of pedantry or ill breed- 
ing. Young men should listen more 
than talk; and when they do speak 
let it be with diffidence, and not 
long at a time. They should always 
be cautious of making positive as- 
sertions, rather seeking for informa- 
tion, and assuming the manner? of 
inquirers than those of men- 
tors ; by this means they may gain 
much more information, and be 
made much better acquainted with 
subjects in general ; and if at any 
time they should have occasion to 
change their opinions from the rea- 
soning of their companions, they 
will be enabled to make a more 
graceful retreat. It requires a per- 
son well fortified with knowledge 
and understanding to be always able 
to support with solid argument and 
sound reasoning, dogmatical asser- 
tions made without mature thought 
and in full confidence of their truth; 
besides argument used with modesty 
and diffidence will always be best 
received by our heaters, for round 
and bold assertions are apt to rouse 
the pride of our auditors, inasmuch 
as they may look upon those who 
make them as assuming a superiori- 
ty of knowledge, and as attempting 
to throw the understanding of every 
other person into the shade. A, 
person therefore accustomed to do"- 
jnatize will never meet with jjiat at- 
tention or deference that a moderate 
modest man wiH command. 

I am well aware of the difficulty 
of eradicating inveterate habits, and 
therefore will ofier nothing towards 
reasoning those old veterans in card- 
playing out of their amusement; 
but 1 would seriously call upon 
them, to endeavour to give their off- 
spring a different cast t>f character ; 
to hold out to tbem every induce- 
ment in their power to improve 
their minds, and strengthen their 
understandings, by exciting-in them 
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a thirst for the attainment of useful 
knowledge. 

To many of your young readers 
this may appear difficult, and they 
may be afraid of encountering the 
sneer of ridicule, and the taunts of 
ignorance ; but let such persons re- 
flect that self-approbation and the 
■sanction of wise and intelligent men, 
weighs heavily against the silly ob- 
nervations of ignorance and Folly ,• 
and that the discovery or knowledge 
of one important truth, is sufficient 
to counterbalance the stupid or 
ill-natured remarks of the giddy 
multitude. 

Such a valuable institution as the 
Historical Society must have the 
tnost beneficial effects upon the un- 
derstandings and the manners of the 
young persons concerned ; the pur- 
suits of it dpen a field of instruction 
to tbem hitherto unknown. By pre- 
paring themselves for the debate, 
they are storing their minds with 
Valuable knowledge, which other- 
wise would for ever have been hid- 
den from their View ; they are not 
only learning to deliver their senti- 
ments with correctness and with ac- 
curacy, but they are teaching them- 
*elves to think correctly. By such 
«tudy they are taught the important 
point of arranging their ideas, a cir- 
cumstance of first rate consequence, as 
many persons gifted with excellent 
natural talents are lost to themselves 
and the community, merely from want 
of a sufficient knowledge of the pro- 
per arrangement of their ideas. 

J am extremely sorry that I am 
not capable of doing sufficient jus- 
tice to this important subject, and 
it will give roe infinite pleasure if 
those few loose hints may have the 
effect of inducing some of vour 
more able correspondents to tafie it 
up, and dilate upon it in a maimer 
more worthy of it. 

Your obedient servant, 

Theocritus. 



Ti the Profrictm of the Self ait Magazine. 



T LIVE in the province of Leinster, 
-*■ and having been lately convers- 
ing wiih a travelled friend, on the 
subject of men and manners, I have 
been a little surprised to bear that 
there is a very strongly marked line 
of separation between the different 
orders of society in your province, 
denoting at once the people of fa- 
shion, and the people of business. 
They do not associate, they do hot 
visit nor assemble together at the 
public places, of resort. On first 
hearing, it affected me oddly ; I 
found in itsuch symptoms of aristo- 
cratic pride in the first, and a de- 
grading humiliation in the second 
order. On reflection I began to 
think that there must (as is the case 
in disputes,) be faults. on both sides. 
Now I conceive that of all the cha- 
racters belonging to good manners, 
which no doubt the upper order ar- 
rogate to themselves, there is no- 
thing more characteristic than conde* 
scension ; it is that link which ce- 
ments together people of different 
descriptions, constituting the sweet- 
est charm of society. Let these 
condescend to say to those who are a 
little below them, " come up hith- 
er." 

1 hope, gentlemen, that the man- 
ners of your gentry are not such as 
would degrade or contaminate in 
the introduction. No, I conceive that 
the company of well-bred people, 
well-educated m the school of the 
world, would be improving ; that 
standing, as they do, on eminent 
ground, and taught by the superior 
advantages of better education to 
look all around, seeing that none of 
the gifts of fortune are in their na- 
ture permanent, or affording a solid 
claim to superiority, nothing but in- 
trinsic excellence formed by real 
cultivation, and that those who va- 



